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Grammy-Nominated Heritage Blues Orchestra in Concert  

October 4 at Tacoma’s historic Rialto Theater 
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Tacoma, WA – Broadway Center for the Performing Arts and Immanuel Presbyterian Blues Vespers present the 

Grammy-nominated Heritage Blues Orchestra in concert at Tacoma’s historic Rialto Theater on Saturday, October 4 at 

7:30 p.m. Tickets start at $19 and are on sale now. 

Heritage Blues Orchestra’s gifted musicians perform a dynamic combination of low-down country and urban blues with 
the bold brass of New Orleans; the hand-clapping fervor of gospel punctuated with fiery postmodern, jazz-infused horn 
arrangements; and the haunting cries of work songs and pulsating drums that reach back to the real roots of it all. The 
concert takes a tour down Highway 49 from Clarksdale to New Orleans, from chain gangs and juke joints to orchestra 
pits, church pews, and even back porches.  
 
The group is driven by the powerful rhythms of Grammy-awarding winning blues drummer Kenny “Beedy Eyes” Smith; 
buttressed by the churning, precise and percussive rhythms of harmonica virtuoso, Frenchman Vincent Bucher; and set 
ablaze with some of New York City’s heaviest horn players who have worked with everyone from Wynton Marsalis to 
Sting and Springsteen. 
 
Heritage Blues Orchestra also boasts contributions from Bruno Wilhelm, the group’s highly esteemed tenor saxophonist 
and horn arranger. A native of France, Wilhelm is influenced by an extensive palette of jazz styles. Whether with 
ethereal musings or hard-hitting section work, his arrangements punctuate every song they touch. Heritage Blues 
Orchestra’s debut album, And Still I Rise, was nominated for a Grammy in 2013 for Best Blues Album.  
 
“It is truly a showcase of heritage,” wrote American Blues Scene Magazine, “a showcase of the blues and its roots, and 
from a band of incredible depth, comes a sound that is definitely danceable, sing-able, and ultimately, memorable.” 
 
Tickets for Heritage Blues Orchestra are on sale now for $19, $29, and $39. To purchase: call the Box Office at 
253.591.5894, toll-free 1.800.291.7593, in person at 901 Broadway in Tacoma’s Theater District or at 

www.BroadwayCenter.org. 

 
View press photos for Heritage Blues Orchestra. Watch and listen to tracks from Heritage Blues Orchestra’s Grammy-
nominated debut album, And Still I Rise  here.  
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Tribune, Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, Pierce County Arts Commission, The Puyallup Tribe, and The Sequoia 
Foundation.  
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