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Hawaii’s Big Band Kahulanui Swings  
into Tacoma’s Rialto Theater March 19 

 
Sponsors: MultiCare, Immanuel Presbyterian Church, WESTAF, National Endowment for the Arts 

 

Tacoma, Wash.– Hawaii’s Kings of Swing Kahulanui will bring their unique style of swing music to Tacoma’s Rialto 

Theater March 19 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets start at $32 and are on sale now. 

 

Kahulanui’s blend of traditional and Big Band Swing is an upbeat musical style created when U.S. servicemen brought 
swing music to the Aloha State during World War II. Kahulanui takes stage with a nine piece band—four horns plus 
guitar, bass, ukulele, drums, and steel—known for their buoyant energy and dynamic arrangements. Their debut CD, 
Hula Ku’I, was nominated for a 2014 Grammy Award. 
 
Kahulanui (The Big Dance) is an inspiration passed down three generations from Grandfather Robert Kahulanui Naipo, to 
Dad Rodgers L.L. Naipo Sr., to Grandson and Kahulanui band leader, Lolena Naipo, Jr. Lolena remembers stories of his 
Grandfather who was a member of the Royal Hawaiian Band during an era when horns and drums were a part of 
Hawaiian music.  
 
Kahulanui borrowed from these influences and performs classic Hawaiian songs in a syncopated style making Hawaiian 
Swing vibrant and alive in Hawai‘i today. 
 
Prior to the concert, a free workshop, The Story of Hawaiian Swing, will take place in Studio 1 from 5:00-6:00 p.m.  
Studio 1 is located about a block away from the Rialto Theater in Theatre on the Square.  
 
The workshop will be a personal history of third-generation band leader Lena Naipo about the formation and evolution 
of Hawaiian Swing from the Dance Hall Era of the 1920s to the present. Some of the topics include the instrumentation, 
the inspired artists and their stories of how it all started, the years of education it took them before success, the 
hardships and controversy these musicians endured because of culture and language standards, and the crossing over 
from traditional Hawaiian music to non-traditional. 
 
Guests will have time for dinner before the concert begins at 7:30 p.m. in Tacoma’s Rialto Theater.  
 
Tickets to Kahulanui are $32, $42, $55 and are on sale now. To purchase tickets, call the Broadway Center Box Office at 

253.591.5894, toll-free 1.800.291.7593, visit in person at 901 Broadway in Tacoma's Theater District, or online at 

BroadwayCenter.org.  
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