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Humanities Washington Announces  
Fall Think & Drink Season in Tacoma  

The Conversation Series at Engine House No. 9  
Will Cover Mass Incarceration and the Ethics of the Death Penalty 

 
Partner: Immanuel Presbyterian Church  

 

Tacoma, Wash.– Provocative conversations in a free event series are coming to Tacoma this fall beginning October 28.  
 
Humanities Washington’s Think and Drink series, consisting of hosted conversations on current topics and new ideas, 
will take place at Engine House #9. Experts on a variety of topics participate in a moderated panel discussion, and 
audience questions and dialogue are strongly encouraged. The events are free and open to the public, and are offered in 
collaboration with Broadway Center for the Performing Arts and Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 
 
Schedule: 
 
Last Rights: The Ethics of the Death Penalty  
October 28 at 7:30 p.m. 

From Governor Jay Inslee’s moratorium on executions, to a recent bill that would have abolished capital 
punishment, the people of Washington State are increasingly questioning the use of the death penalty. Yet deep 
philosophical questions linger that aren’t often addressed in the usual arguments for and against—and that can’t be 
solely answered with data. “Last Rights: The Ethics of the Death Penalty” will delve into the philosophical and 
cultural underpinnings of capital punishment. 
 
Speakers: Dorothy Van Soest, writer, professor emeritus, and former dean at the University of Washington; 
and David E. Smith, philosopher at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Washington. Moderated by 
KUOW's Ross Reynolds. 

 
America Behind Bars: Mass Incarceration and Civil Rights 
November 19 at 7:30 p.m. 

At 2.2 million, America locks up more of its citizens than any other country in the world, and this number has 
increased rapidly—500% to be exact—over just the last three decades. The issue has become so urgent that it’s one 
of the few problems President Obama, members of Congress, and even the Koch brothers agree needs to be solved. 
“America Behind Bars” will address the history behind the mass incarceration epidemic, the drug war’s influence on 
incarceration rates, the racial disparity between the general population and those incarcerated, and the rise of the 
private prison system. 
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Speakers: Madeline Neighly, attorney on the Institutions Project at Columbia Legal Services; Merf Ehman, staff 
attorney with the Institutions Project at Columbia Legal Services; and Katherine Beckett, professor in the 
Department of Sociology and the Law, Societies, and Justice Program at the University of Washington. Moderated 
by Zaki Barak Hamid, program director at Humanities Washington. 

 
About Humanities Washington 
Humanities Washington sparks conversation and critical thinking using story as a catalyst, nurturing thoughtful and 
engaged communities across our state. For more about Humanities Washington, visit humanities.org. 
Online: humanities.org/programs/think-drink  

 

### 

The Broadway Center for the Performing Arts gratefully acknowledges the following for support of the 2015-16 Season: 
ArtsFund, Ben B. Cheney Foundation, The Boeing Company, CHI Franciscan Health System, City of Tacoma, The Forest 
Foundation, MultiCare, The News Tribune, Pierce County Arts Commission, The Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Washington 
State Arts Commission, and Wells Fargo. 
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